Shakespeare: A Brief Biography

· Shakespeare was born in 1564 in the town of Stratford-upon-Avon, in England.

· He married Anne Hathaway at age 18, and had three daughters.

· Shakespeare spent most of his time in London as an actor and playwright.

· He built the Globe Theatre with other business partners. Many of his plays were performed in the English court as well (The King’s Men).

· The success of his plays and the Globe Theatre made Shakespeare a wealthy man.

· Shakespeare wrote thirty seven plays, over fifty sonnets, and numerous poems.

· His writing changed the English language – he invented words and used words in new ways.

· His knowledge and insight on human nature evokes a universal and enduring interest in his work.

· The Bard died in 1616 in Stratford-upon-Avon.

The Shakespearean Sonnet:  Notes

Terms:
Iambus: A pair of syllables; unstressed, followed by stressed.

Penta: Five.
Meter: The rhythm in which a verse is written.

A sonnet is a highly structured poem which, like any other poem, presents a point of view, examines certain emotions, states of mind, events, contrasting ideas, etc. The purpose of the sonnet is, like most poetic forms, to simply reveal or examine the nature of something or to present certain tensions or conflicts; it may also present a possible resolution to the same. The Shakespearean or English sonnet has fourteen lines and is written in iambic pentameter. Iambic pentameter is not just used in poetry, but in dramatic verse as well. In Shakespearean plays, the main characters usually speak in verse, i.e. in iambic pentameter.

Structure:

· The fourteen lines in a sonnet include three quatrains and one ending couplet.

·  Each quatrain is a set of four lines (3x4=12). Each quatrain usually focuses on one idea.  

· The last two lines are called the couplet. This is where the poet presents a resolution, a final analysis, or the closing thoughts in the poem.

· (3x4)+2=14

Form:

· Sonnets have a fixed form called iambic pentameter.

· An iamb is a foot (a piece) that consists of a pair of syllables.

· Each pair of syllables (iamb) has an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable. This is the natural rhythm of speech.

· Each line has ten syllables (sometimes 11; this is called a weak ending).  

· Each line consists of five (penta) iambs (pairs of syllables), hence, iambic pentameter.  5X2=10 syllables.

· The rhyme scheme is abab, cdcd, efef, gg (last word in each line/end rhyme).

Sonnets are present in Shakespeare’s plays but the plays are primarily written in blank verse or unrhymed iambic pentameter, which is iambic pentameter (as explained above) without the rhyme scheme. 

Julius  Caesar, Terms

 1. Blank Verse: Most of Shakespeare’s plays are written in blank verse which is simply iambic pentameter without a rhyme scheme. 
2. Aside: A remark or piece of dialogue that is meant for the audience to hear, but not the other performers on stage.

3.  Soliloquy:  A soliloquy consists of the innermost thoughts or considerations of a character delivered by a single performer and directed to the audience. 

4. Monologue: A monologue is a lengthy delivery of lines by one character/performer in a play.
5. Tragedy: A tragedy is a drama where the central character(s) loses in the conflict and suffers disaster or death. This is usually because of the character’s tragic flaw. Romeo and Juliet is a tragedy which also consists of many comedic elements. 

6. Tragic flaw: A tragic flaw is a specific problematic character trait that causes the downfall of the main character (hero/protagonist) in a drama. Ex: Hubris; inflexibility; anger.
7.  Irony: There are three main types of irony.


a) Verbal irony: This type of irony is when there is a difference between what is said and what is meant.

            b) Dramatic irony: This type of irony is when the reader knows some information that the characters do

                 not know. 

            c) Situational irony: This type of irony is when there is a contrast between what one expects to happen 

                 and what ends up happening. 

8. Juxtaposition: A technique of placing two events, ideas, or things next to each other for a desired effect (usually to contrast).
9. Apostrophe: A rhetorical/literary device where the speaker turns away from the audience to address a third party, often beginning with an exclamatory word or phrase; in poetry and plays, this third party is often an inanimate object or, a dead or absent person. Ex: Mark Antony apostrophizes Caesar after Caesar has died,

  “O mighty Caesar, dost thou lie so low?” (3.1.164).
10. Rhetoric is the effective use of language to communicate one’s point of view to an audience. It was formally taught and practiced in ancient Greece, as it was considered imperative to one’s success in life, especially with being a participating member of a democracy. Rhetoric is used to persuade and influence an audience.    In literature, rhetorical devices are essentially literary devices (techniques) used in rhetorical situations. Examples: Tone, repetition, characterization, metaphor, etc. 

Aristotle (in ancient Greece) wrote The Art of Rhetoric which is widely studied. He explains the important Rhetorical Appeals necessary to successfully persuade an audience (appeal: to evoke a sympathetic response):

Logos (Greek: word):  It is the argument and the internal consistency and clarity of the text itself. The text should be well-structured and logically ordered to be convincing. Facts and evidence should be presented.

Pathos (Greek: suffering, experience):  It is the appeal to the audience’s sympathy and their imagination; it is those elements of the text that enables the audience to see your perspective.

Ethos (Greek: character):  It is the appeal of the author’s perspective and the integrity with which he/she presents the argument--       

· by acknowledging the counter-argument (and then refuting it).

· by conveying his stance as being for the common good, not self-serving.

· by being an authority or respected figure in the subject or field, or, having some other accomplishments/personal history that commands respect. 

Also, Telos: purpose; Kairos: setting; context. 

